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RICHARD 0l In the midst of its sev-
enth season, Micu's Spoon i8 daing
something a kot of ather srmall com-
panies might emvy: apening o show
in ing own theater, shortly afrer
signing an elghi-wear kease in April,
the campany is olfering Shake-
speare’s "Richard ITI' af the newly
named Spoan Theater, “Richard
I11," directed by Heidi Lauren
Dhike, is iypical Micn's Spoon tare,
which means it i3 not at all typical.
The company, run by its artistic di-
rector, Stephanis Barton-Farcas,
gitempts to challenge stercotypes
by collaborating with artists from
peroes the spactrum of ethnboitkes
amd abilitbes; & producton of *Bur-
lmd] Child™ last year (earured a spo-
ken perfaormance by a deal actor
pecustomed to performing in Amers
lcan Skgn Langueage. In “Richard
IT1," Henry Holden, right, is Shake-
speare’s villaimous king wiho was
e ntesd of features by dissembling
nabwre’’ and, parthy out of hitterness
it kils phvsical deformity, resorts to
evil. In Chee moath of Mr. Hodden,
wha-conlEacted polie ln 1952 &t 4
and walks with crutches, Richard's
words take an a mare particalar

meaning, focusing the play directly
and inescapably on the 1ssue of dis-
ahdlity. Micu's Spoon has dedicated
it= encire current season 1o the
theme of desability and will hald a
pane] discusabon on July 31 called
“Beyvand Handicaps and Handowrs:
The Mew Face of Dizability in the
Arts," Panelists will include, among
oibers, Ms. Barton-Farcas, Fr.
Halden amd Ike Shambelan, the &0
artiscic director of Theater by the
Blindl. Micu's Spoan is also offering a
summer reading series. Schedaled
for Maonday is “Tdentity," a semi-
sabsographical piecs by Kicholas
Limnehan, a playwright with cere-
bral palsy. (Mr. Linnehan plays the
lead role, ton.) “Faorgiveness of the
Saimis." & black comedy by Chris-
tian Gauld, is on Tuesday. (' Richard
[11~ Fums through July 19, Wednes-
day through Sunday at B pom., Spoon
Theater, 38 West 38th Screed, fifth
floor, Manhattan, 212-352-3101,
theater mania.com; 313 Informetion
om the pane] discussion, readings
and Tall productiong I8 at
spoontheater.org.)

STEVEMN MecELROY

Tririded Mac-Aulillz




